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What is this 
survey 
about?



The survey

• Enterprises registered for 
VAT that are primarily 
engaged in ocean (marine) 
fisheries and related 
services

• Based on Standard 
Industrial Classification of 
all Economic Activities (SIC)

• Units covered by the survey 
may be involved in other 
secondary economic 
activities

Who was included?

• Includes ocean and 
coastal fishing 

• Excludes fish hatcheries 
and fish farms 

Period coveredScope and coverage

• The information was 
collected from enterprises 
for their financial year, 
which ended on any date 
between 1 July 2022 and 
30 June 2023

The survey



• Finances 
• Details of purchases and sales of goods and services
• Employment

What did it measure?

The surveyThe survey



1. Financial overview

2. Employment

3. Details of sales

Exploring the 
industry



Financial 
overview

1
2
3



1. Financial overview
In 2023, the industry generated R19,9 billion in income

1. Financial overview



Sales of goods 
R18,2 billion

91%

Sales of goods accounted for the bulk of income generated in 2023
Breakdown of income (Total: R19,9 billion)

1. Financial overview

Services 
rendered
R0,5 billion

2%

Other
R0,8 billion

4%

Profits on 
financial and 
other assets
R0,4 billion

2%

1. Financial overview

Percentages have been rounded and may not sum to 100%



The largest five enterprises contributed 65,3% to total income in 2023
Concentration ratios for total income in the ocean (marine) fisheries and related services industry

1. Financial overview

Concentration ratio
2018 2019 2020 2023

%

CR5 58,3 61,2 67,0 65,3

CR10 68,5 73,0 75,8 75,1

CR20 77,7 81,9 83,6 82,9

CR50 86,9 90,4 91,8 91,4

CR100 92,8 95,0 95,8 95,5

1. Financial overview



Purchases
R10,0 billion

57%

Purchases accounted for 57% of total expenditure in 2023
Breakdown of expenditure (Total: R17,6 billion)

1. Financial overview

Repairs and 
maintenance

R0,6 billion
4%

Other
R3,2 billion

18%

Salaries & wages 
R3,1 billion

18%

Depreciation
R0,6 billion

4%

1. Financial overview

Percentages have been rounded and may not sum to 100%



Employment
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2
3



2. Employment
The number of persons employed was higher in 2023 compared with 2020 and 2019
Number of persons employed in the ocean (marine) fisheries and related services industry

2. Employment



2. Employment
Three in every ten employees were women
Percentage breakdown of the workforce by male and female, 2020 and 2023

2. Employment

Percentages have been rounded and may not sum to 100%



2. Employment
Large enterprises contributed 90,5% of the total income and 71,0% of total employment in 2023
Percentage breakdown of income and employment by enterprise size

2. Employment

Percentages have been rounded and may not sum to 100%



Details of 
sales

1
2
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3. Goods and services
Fish, otherwise prepared or preserved 
accounted for 61,4% of sales and 
transfers-out of processed fish in 2023
Total: R12,7 billion

3. Details of sales

Fish, frozen (excluding fish 
fillets and fish meat)

R1,9bn
15,3%

Fish fillets and meat; 
fish livers and roes

R1,6bn
12,4%

Fish, otherwise 
prepared or preserved

R7,8bn
61,4%

Flours, meals or pellets of 
fish, crustaceans, molluscs 
and aquatic invertebrates, 

inedible
R0,9bn
7,2%

Other 
marine 

products
R0,5bn
3,7%

Percentages have been rounded and may not sum to 100%



3. Goods and services
Hake accounted for 26,9% of sales and 
transfers-out of own-caught fish and 
other fish products 
Total: R5,4 billion

Anchovy
R0,4bn
6,8%

Hake
R1,4bn
26,9%

Kingklip
R0,04bn
0,8%

Lobster
R0,7bn
13,7%

Pilchard/ 
sardine

R0,1bn
2,5%

Squid
R1,2bn
21,6%

Tuna
R0,4bn
7,1%

Other own-caught fish and 
other fish products 

R1,1bn
20,5%

Percentages have been rounded and may not sum to 100%

3. Details of sales



Technical enquiries:

Itani Magwaba: itanim@statssa.gov.za
012 337 6254 / 082 905 5143

Tshepo Pekane: tshepop@statssa.gov.za
012 310 8191 / 083 675 8654

Thank you!

facebook.com/StatsSAx.com/StatsSAstatssa.gov.za
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